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P Happy 15th anniversary! Tell us about this 15 year-
long journey.

First of all, we only made it this far thanks to all of the kids &
families who enjoy and play with our toys. Now with SNS, we even
get to see your smiling faces live. All of the QQQ is what's helped
me get here and I’'m super grateful. Thank you all so much! These
15 years have not always been easy. But | kept moving forward in
the spirit of “making each day better than the last” and faced each
challenge. Through all the hard moments, | was uplifted by the
thought of kids smiling faces around the world and the support of
my team, my Mom and of course... my husband (wink, wink).
Thank you, Ich*.

P You've created no fewer than 100 different toys
since you started! Tell us how you come up with
ideas on what to make.

I started designing toys from this cozy white atelier. It's on the 9th
floor of the building but has an A-shaped roof and feels almost like
an attic! The building overlooks Utsubo Park in Osaka where you
see a lot of families out together. Gazing out at the park is often
how | come up with new ideas.

“Hey they’re blowing bubbles, what if we made wooden bubble
wands?”. Or seeing mothers taking pictures of their children
inspired me to make a wooden toy camera so kids could also take
pictures of their Moms. The laughter of families, colors and flowers
of the park inspire me a lot.

The flagship store is on the ground
floor of the same building as the
atelier. Fresh air and greenery can &% '
be enjoyed from the neighboring ~ * ™
Utsubo park.
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P How did you start “kiko+ & gg*” ? P& 5% > T kiko+ & gg* HIRHT=D ?

Durmg my college years | studied abroad in the US. #iﬂ;ﬂ{\ TAUAIZB2LTT, BREEIC
My first job when returning to Japan was for a wooden FEL7-0D, KOBL b DR 2720,
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like red & blue. The designs were pretty dull. | hit it off
with Nov*, my colleague at the time and we decided to
start the gg* brand together. That was 16 years ago!

Oekaki house drawing board was one of the first toys

we designed together and is still one of the most — .
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P What's important when designing new toys?

I believe that toys are a communication tool for families so it’s

my mission to design toys that make both kids and adults happy!

I want the toys to bring families closer and create happy moments
playing together. That's why the design is so important! Not only
should they delight kids but also have timeless designs that adults
can appreciate too. | love playing around with different colors and
shapes! We launched one of my favorite toys, UFO, in 2022. It has
50 alien figures in 10 different shapes - | had so much fun designing

those little guys!
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10 kinds of colorful alien shapes
in the UFO balance game.







Kaz* and her husband Ich* spending a relaxing weekend.

La Chaise / Charles & Ray Eames, 1948

P Can you show us around your house and tell us
more about your favorite objects, brands and
inspiration for interior design?

We moved into this house 2 years ago. It’s entirely white,

comfortable and flooded with great natural light. We do a

lot of toy photoshoots here so the aesthetic is important.

(I'love interior design almost as much as toy design!) The

living room is very open with an atrium. Of course the main

sofa is pink. The rugs are specific designs sourced directly
from Morocco. But what | actually love the most is ... my
chair! Awhite Eames La Chaise that I’d been eyeing
forever. In fact, one of the deciding factors in buying this
house was because I knew the chair would fit perfectly
here. I waited a year to receive it and it’s my all time
favoritel O Sitting in this chair and sipping black tea is my

little moment of bliss.

P Now for some more personal questions:)
Can we ask you and your husband Ichiro
(akalch*) to tell us about your lifestyle and
interests?

Sure, today’s the day I'll answer everything!

P Your husband, Ich*, is also founder/designer of
the iconic Japanese homeware brand “ideaco”.
You two are both creative people. Who makes
the main design decisions in your house?

IVI e, of course! :) | choose everything inside this
house... except for Ich*’s guitars (lol)

We have totally opposite tastes in design! She’s much
more of a visual design person. It's important for things
to be cute and aesthetic. For me, | care more about
functionality. Simple and minimal is best. What about
this house? I'm totally cool with her choosing everything!
Happy wife, happy life haha
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P What's your favorite
spotinyour house?
Probably the Cubes! It's a

rooftop jungle gym.
Ich* “sometimes” goes
chinning out there. (ha!)
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You can get to the rooftop by climbing these cubes.

P Toy design, interior
decor..what else do
you like?

I love fashion, cooking
and makeup. | like all
creative things. My most
recent fashion favorite is
this white t-shirt with
fluffy tulle!
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B S YTATAT P What's your weekend routine like?

BHDIEHATHFE I wake up earlier so | start by preparing a breakfast with lots of fruits for a vitamin boost.

BEOBSICAYIZZD Then when Kaz* wakes up, | make her a cup of tea with soy milk.

LIHIFa—ILO Thankyou Ich*Q~~ Don’t forget my yogurt!
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P Rumor has it that you cook for the kiko+ & PIETIX, kaz* BEL EHhEWVEEL>TWE LD,
gg* team in the Osaka shop kitchen. What CALLDEEZD?

are some dishes you would typically prepare? 15}1
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I always use lots of fruits and veggies. | love how " R
creative | can be with cooking. It’s fun to think of FET2EM->T, EoTH Y I’f TATIENS
ways to mix up different ingredients! My menus are BOREE, RMOBSIEDEEER 50> TRLL
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want everyone | work with to stay extra healthy so

This is the kiko+ & gg* kitchen where Kaz* cooks lunch for the team! Super yummy and healthy too!
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Lots of love from all offus| atl kikoandgg.

. Special edition

art director : kaz* shiomi
@kazshiomi

editor / designer : chie* ikegami
editor : elisa* olenik

photography: manami* murata
hairmake: yukko* fujiki

special thanks to
ichro* haba
https://www.ideaco-web.com/
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1-14-24 #901 Kyomachibori,
Nishi ku, Osaka City, Japan

tel ) +81-6-6447-0202

email ) otayori@kukkia.co.jp
website) kukkia.co.jp
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